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State Energy Plan

Mississippi was allocated $40,418,000 in State Energy Plan (SEP) funds through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). These funds must be allocated within 18 months of plan approval and must be expended within 3 years. 

The Energy Division of MDA will be primarily responsible for administering the SEP funds through these four broad categories:

Energy Efficient Public Buildings - $17,000,000
Market Transformation & Technology Deployment - $10,000,000
Mississippi Job Protection through Energy Economic Development - $10,000,000
Administration - $3,418,000

The process for applying for these programs and the timelines for submissions and awards are not finalized but will be made public as soon as possible. Please continue to check http://stimulus.mississippi.org for updates.

Energy Efficient Public Buildings

The Energy Division will administer several programs in an effort to reduce energy consumption in public buildings at the state and local levels and reduce those costs to the state budget. MDA will work with the Department of Finance and Administration’s (DFA’s) Bureau of Buildings to achieve savings in state agencies through retrofits, audits, metering and building codes and standards.

Energy Efficient Buildings – Lead by Example Grants $9,950,000
MDA will partner with DFA to achieve energy savings in targeted public facilities through energy efficiency measures, retrofits, retrocommissioning and smart meters. DFA will be responsible for awarding contract services based on state procurement procedures. 

Energy Efficient Buildings – Performance Contracting $6,900,000
The Energy Division will provide grants and/or loans to public institutions to help finance energy saving upgrades through performance contracting. Funds will be provided to shovel ready projects and priority will be given to those that can leverage these funds with additional dollars. The application process will be announced soon.

Energy Efficient Buildings – Building Energy Codes $150,000
The Energy Division will partner with the Building Code Council to provide training on energy efficiency codes to the commercial, industrial and residential sectors. MDA will also work with local communities to educate them on the benefits of energy building codes and how to adopt them.

Market Transformation & Technology Deployment 

MDA’s Energy Division will award grants on a competitive basis for demonstration projects related to energy production, energy efficient retrofits for businesses, smart metering, transportation and workforce development programs. These funds will be awarded to public and private entities for commercially available energy efficiency and renewable energy projects.

Market Transformation – Renewable Energy Projects $5,600,000
This program will provide incentives to public or private entities to help deploy commercially available renewable energy or energy efficient technologies and techniques. This program will be competitively bid and awarded based on selection criteria developed by MDA. This program is designed to assist companies in making investments in renewable energy systems such as solar electric generation, solar thermal water heating, biomass energy production or other renewable energy technologies. The application process will be announced at a later date.

Market Transformation – Smart Meters on Public Facilities $3,750,000
In conjunction with the Lead by Example program and in partnership with DFA, the Energy Division will deploy smart meters on public facilities and buildings. These meters will collect and aggregate data in order to better manage costs to the state and total energy usage in public buildings.

Market Transformation – Workforce Development $400,000
MDA will work with the Mississippi Board of Community Colleges to develop a “Center for Excellence” at one community college to prepare workers for the green economy. This will pay for teachers’ salaries, curriculum development and other training techniques that will instruct students in energy effecient and green building sciences, design and maintenance techniques. Community colleges will have the opportunity to apply to receive this grant at a later date. 

Market Transformation – Transportation Grants $250,000
The division will use these grants to transition multi-modal assets around the state to more energy efficient vehicles. In addition, this program will encourage the Clean Cities concept, park-and-ride, idle reduction tactics, and other required transportation-related activities under the SEP guidelines.

Mississippi Job Protection through Energy Economic Development    

MDA-Energy will administer grants to eligible Mississippi businesses in an effort to help them cut costs, reduce energy consumption and create or retain jobs. Businesses of all sizes may be eligible to receive funding for energy efficiency upgrades including: building envelope; lighting; heating, ventilating and A/C; water heating; industrial systems for steam, process heating, pump, fan and compressed air; solar or biomass power systems; metering; and other energy efficient or alternative energy systems. MDA will develop the application process and make that information available soon.

Administration                                 

These funds will cover implementation costs as well as assist public and private entities perform energy audits to better manage their energy consumption. In addition, this program will fund outreach to the community, classroom programs, workshops and energy efficiency awareness.

