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State Senator Michael Frerichs and Rantoul Superintendent  Bill Trankina Join with NAESCO and CTS  to Discuss Greening of Rantoul Schools
Project to save district $26M in energy and operational costs
Rantoul, IL - On August 26, The National Association of Energy Service Companies (NAESCO) along with Control Technology and Solutions (CTS) hosted a media event at Rantoul Public Schools highlighting major energy efficiency initiatives implemented throughout the school district. Facing rising energy costs and aging systems, Rantoul Public Schools sought out a fiscally responsible option for upgrading their facility and cutting energy use. The district found that solution in CTS who enabled the district to leverage a financing mechanism called Energy Savings Performance Contracting (ESPC) to pay for the needed improvements through energy savings. The project will save Rantoul Public Schools $26M in energy and operational costs and resulted in hiring approximately 145 local workers to implement the efficient measures. Additionally, the retrofits will drastically reduce the carbon emissions generated by the school facilities. According to State Senator Michael Frerichs, “Green energy is the fastest growing sector in the American economy. This project has shown our community’s commitment to reducing its carbon footprint and its willingness to improve the natural environment of Illinois. I am proud to represent such a forward-thinking community.”
Speakers representing local municipalities, the State of Illinois, CTS and NAESCO were enthusiastic about the level of energy efficiency investment underway and the efforts the district is making to cut their energy consumption without using funds from the district budget or taxpayers. Scott Ririe, Managing Partner of Control Technology and Solutions said, “We recognize that schools are an integral part of any community, and given today’s tough economic challenges, CTS is committed to utilizing local contractors, laborers and suppliers.  The Rantoul project has helped create a positive impact on the local community not only in terms of jobs, but also in annual cost savings.  The fiscally responsible decision of the District to do the project now will save local taxpayers money on energy and operational expenditures for years to come.” Senator Frerichs, in response to Mr. Ririe’s comment, said “It isn’t very often that an economic development project can create jobs and reduce local tax burdens at the same time.  The creativity of this project allows it to generate jobs and economic stability while producing long-term financial savings for the local school district. It is a textbook example of how investing in energy-efficient technology is good for our economy and our pocketbook.”
“This project exemplifies the significant energy efficiency gains that can be achieved when you have strong, forward-thinking leadership”, according to Meghan Morrison of NAESCO. “Our member companies are implementing projects just like this one all across the country, enabling schools to improve their facilities, reduce their energy consumption and give back to the local economy both through the jobs these projects create and the tax dollars they save.”
“Conservation is good for the environment and makes good business sense,” said DCEO Director Warren Ribley. “This project is a great example of how organizations of all sizes can incorporate environmental stewardship into their business models while improving their bottom line.”  Funding for this project was provided in part by the state’s Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity with the help of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act federal stimulus dollars.


About CTS 

Control Technology and Solutions (CTS) is a full service technical design, engineering, installation and service provider of building automation/management and energy saving systems. Additionally, CTS provides turnkey solutions for both new and renovation construction projects. Project managers and technicians are professionally trained and experienced in the field to bring construction projects in on time and on budget, and  building management and automation systems on line quickly and effectively. The CTS team brings all of its combined skills and knowledge to meet all of the customer’s project needs in the most economical way possible ensuring long term customer value.
About NAESCO
For more than 25 years, the National Association of Energy Service Companies (NAESCO) has been the preeminent national trade organization representing and promoting the energy efficiency industry in the marketplace, the media, and the government both at the state and federal level. NAESCO's membership consists of ESCOs, energy efficiency and renewable energy equipment manufacturers and distributors, electric utilities, distributed generation companies, engineers, consultants, financial institutions, and government entities.

